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of events. We had circuses and concerts, 
Special Olympics, ice skating, basketball 
games and swim meets back in the day 
when there was a pool under the movable 
gym floor.”

The teamwork and family-type atmo-
sphere among the staff harmonized beauti-
fully throughout Sparrow’s years there. 
“We all worked together… I had a great 
group of employees. Plus, students and the 
University Program Council would work 
with us when planning events.

“I’m not aware of what they plan to 
do with the coliseum when the new arena 
is built,” he remarks. When he left three-
and-one-half years ago, the building was in 
“pretty good shape,” but was still old.

“I enjoyed every minute of my job,” 
Sparrow says. “I worked closely with the 
president and athletic directors, and every-
one was great. My favorite part was making 
sure people had a safe place to come to 
and have a great time; making sure every-
thing was ready and set up when the doors 
opened.”

Auburn’s undercurrent of tradition 
is recognizable in the facility itself and in 
the stories and words of those who have 
worked through the years to keep it up and 
running. Like the elderly couple who possi-
bly even met one another in this university 
setting, things remain that are worthy of 
taking pride in, but change ideal and form 
over time.

Auburn University will see a change of 
face with athletic facilities, but memories 
like the ones made inside Beard-Eaves-
Memorial won’t easily fade away into the 
darkness of an abandoned locker room.

Research and Assessment are organized 
and accurate, and prove that this staggering 
number is no lie. Future graduations will 
take place in the new athletic arena.

The curving halls and corridors have the 
smell of cold, solid concrete and painted-
over cinder blocks. In the bowels of the 
building, muffled machinery works away to 
heat and cool from behind closed doors that 
bang shut and echo as workers go in and 
out. The machine hum becomes less eerie as 
flights of stairs lead upward and away to the 
roar of a basketball game in progress.

“This is the most solid building I know 
of,” says Bagwell, who is certain that any-
one could take refuge inside during a hur-
ricane and leave without one scratch.

Although the coliseum is another struc-
ture with walls, floors and ceilings, it is the 
key element to the fulfilled athletic dreams 
of many. Dreamers run loose and free 
everywhere in this world, but those who 
have run a portion of their distance inside 
this facility have unique boasting rights.

The coliseum has been managed by 
faithful staff members like Tom Sparrow, 
former director of athletic facilities, who 
worked from 1970 to 2005. Sparrow 
was born and raised in Auburn, where 
he attended the university and majored 
in recreation administration and physical 
education. He began working as the assis-
tant director of the coliseum then moved 
on to be director and also manager of the 
stadium, the Student Activities Center and 
football building.

“I worked there for 31 years,” says 
Sparrow without a hint of reserve. “The 
coliseum was the central place for a lot 
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The museum provides modern elegance for every occasion with 
fine dining provided by JCSM’s exclusive caterer Ursula’s Catering, 

OANEWS Readers’ Choice Best Caterer Award Winner.

For more information on venue rental please contact Colleen Bourdeau, 
marketing and events manager, (334) 844-7075 or cbourdeau@auburn.edu.
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Fine Southern Cuisine
123 South 8th Street • Historic Downtown Opelika

Open Tuesday-Saturday • For reservations, call 334.737.0069
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